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historical records. The speeches of Peter and others in the opening 
chapter of Acts were " probably preserved among the Jewish Christians- 
in writing." The argument for proving that the earlier chapters of 
Acts are reliable illustrates the author's method of meeting the argu- 
ments of his opponents: The method of the historian is good, and 
his work is arranged in an artistic plan and corresponds to that which 
is inherently probable; therefore it is trustworthy. The question of 
the synoptic gospels is scarcely discussed, but the author states these 
conclusions: Our first gospel is the work of Matthew, probably 
issued in a Hebrew and Greek edition. The third gospel was written 

by Luke, somewhere between 6o and 7o. There is no recognition or 
discussion of the two-source theory, and only one mention of the 

Logia-hypothesis, in two lines (p. 270), in which it is rejected. The 
common material in the synoptics is accounted for by an oral-tradition 

theory essentially that of Westcott. Of genuine critical processes there 
are practically none. 

Such a treatment of vital matters in the New Testament field is dis- 

appointing in a scientific series promising thoroughly critical scholar- 

ship. With many of the conclusions of the book we are in sympathy, 
but the first essential of a history is the frank facing of the difficulties 
connected with the sources, and the present volume substitutes gener- 
alities and ex-cathedra statements for such investigation. In the face 
of this defect, the volume's excellent literary style is of small impor- 
tance. It is a good summary of the New Testament scholarship of 

thirty years ago, but makes no addition even to the conservative liter- 
ature upon the apostolic age. It is the work of a theologian with a 

rigid theory of inspiration, and not the work of a historian. 
S. M. 

The Sibylline Oracles. Translated from the Greek into English 
Blank Verse. By MILTON S. TERRY, Professor in Garrett 
Biblical Institute. New Edition, revised after the Text of 
Rzach. New York: Eaton & Mains; Cincinnati: Curts 
& Jennings. 

Professor Terry has done all students of the New Testament a 
decided service in his new edition of this important work. It is some- 

thing more than a mere reprinting of the previous edition, for it is 
now based upon the new text of Rzach. It is not a literal, but rather 
a poetic translation of the Greek, and for that reason the numbers of 
the lines of the translation do not agree with those of the original. 
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This difficulty has been met by a system of double notation. While the 

poetic form of necessity often leads to paraphrase, there can be no 

question that it helps the reader apprehend the spirit of the original 
composition. For the student of the New Testament the third book 
has a special interest, as so large a part of it is probably pre-Christian 
and must be used in the study of the rise of the messianic hope. 
Professor Terry has provided the book with all possible aids for study 
-analyses, bibliographies, and appendices. 

S. M. 

The Books of Chronicles. With Maps, Notes, and Introduction. 
(Cambridge Bible for Schools and Colleges.) By WILLIAM 
EMERY BARNES, D.D. Cambridge: The University Press, 
1899. Pp. xxxvi + 303- $I. 

There was room and need for a good commentary on Chronicles. 

Apart from Bennett's homiletic treatment in the volume of the Exposi- 

lor's Bible, English readers have had nothing on this portion of 

Scripture which is up to the level of recent scholarship. Within the 
somewhat contracted limits imposed by the series of which it forms a 

part, Dr. Barnes has in this volume done much to supply this want. 

He is conservative, yet acquainted with recent critical work; cautious, 

yet fair and judicial in his estimate of evidence. His introduction is 

particularly full, as might be expected, on the historical value of the 
chronicler's contribution to Hebrew history. He takes five typical 
instances: Abijah's victory, Asa's victory, Jehoshaphat's victory, 
Uzziah's leprosy, Manasseh's repentance, and sums up as follows: 
" The general conclusion to which the study of these five narratives 

(and indeed of Chronicles as a whole) leads us is that the substantial 

accuracy of the chronicler's sketch of the history of Judah cannot 

reasonably be questioned." It does not seem to us that in the crucial 
case of Manasseh's repentance, where we have outside material (Assyr- 
ian) to test the matter, he is very successful in his judgment. He 
contents himself with a reference to Schrader, whose treatment is some- 
what antiquated. But, on the whole, the Scotch verdict is the safest, 
and if Dr. Barnes leans to the positive side, it is no discredit to him. 
The weakest part of the introduction is the discussion of sources, which 
is incomplete and indefinite. The commentary for all general uses 

will, however, be found adequate and helpful. It is certain to have a 

place in the libraries of students. 
G. S. G. 


	Article Contents
	p. 73
	p. 74

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Biblical World, Vol. 17, No. 1 (Jan., 1901), pp. i-viii+1-80
	Volume Information [pp. iii-viii]
	Front Matter [pp. i-ii]
	Editorial
	Ministerial Virility-And a Suggestion [pp. 3-5]

	The Newly Discovered "High Place" at Petra in Edom [pp. 2+6-16]
	Jesus and John: A Suggestion to Reformers [pp. 17-21]
	Atonement in Non-Christian Religions. I. The Atonement of Fear [pp. 22-31]
	The Original Words of Jesus in John 21:15-17 [pp. 32-34]
	Suggestions for the Questions of a Sunday-School Catechism. I.-III. [pp. 35-45]
	Constructive Studies in the Priestly Element in the Old Testament. I. Its General Scope [pp. 46-54]
	Exploration and Discovery
	An Early Christian Hymn [pp. 55-57]

	The Council of Seventy [pp. 58-59]
	Work and Workers [pp. 60-61]
	Notes and Opinions [pp. 62-65]
	Book Reviews
	Review: untitled [pp. 66-68]
	Review: untitled [pp. 68-70]
	Review: untitled [pp. 70-72]
	Review: untitled [pp. 72-73]
	Review: untitled [pp. 73-74]
	Review: untitled [p. 74]
	Review: untitled [p. 75]
	Review: Literary Note [p. 75]

	Current Literature [pp. 76-80]



